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From CPRE Wiltshire, Charmian Spickernell, CPRE Wiltshire Vice-Chairman 

 

Question 

Re Assurance Framework Paragraph 50         

 

CPRE supports the participation of SWLEP in the consultation processes when Development 

Plans are made. 

 

However, in order not to undermine public confidence in the Planning System, CPRE asks if 

there can please be an addition to the Assurance Framework paragraph 50 to make it clear 

that: 

 

 “SWLEP will not support applications that are outside the land approved for development 

and therefore not in accordance with the Local Plans for Swindon and Wiltshire, nor will 

SWLEP support applications that pre-empt the roll-forward of the local plans which are going 

through due process of public consultation before they are adopted.” 

 

Response 

The Board always takes into consideration the strategic direction and policies of the local 

plans of the two Unitary Authorities in its area.  However, the SWLEP is a business-led 
organisation, separate from but working in partnership with local government.  It reserves the 

right to agree or disagree with a local authority’s strategic plans and views on specific planning 

proposals, in line with local democracy and its own strategic priorities.  It would put an 

unnecessary restraint on the Board’s actions if it disbarred itself from supporting proposals 

that challenged local planning policies.  The Assurance Framework as currently drafted leaves 

open the possibility of SWLEP challenge to a local plan, as is right and proper.  The planning 

system is robust and subject to public and judicial scrutiny. The views of the Local Enterprise 

Partnership will be weighed in that process alongside other legitimately expressed views of 

statutory and public consultees. 

 

The Board appreciates such interest in its Assurance Framework, which is fully compliant with 

the national Assurance Framework for LEPs.  In this instance, no recommendation will be put 

to the Board to amend its governance arrangements to include the proposed wording 

suggested by the CPRE. 
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